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ordinary relations are defined on a domain D:

conceptual relations are defined on a domain space <D, W>

rn ∈ 2Dn

ρn : W → 2Dn
(Montague-style semantics)
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Ontological precision  

An
axiomatized 

theory

a glossary

a thesaurus

a taxonomy

a DB/OO 
scheme
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M(L)

IA(L)

IB(L)

Agents A and B can communicate only if their intended models overlap
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Endurant
Physical

Amount of matter
Physical object
Feature

Non-Physical
Mental object
Social object

…
Perdurant

Static
State
Process

Dynamic
Achievement
Accomplishment

Quality
Physical

Spatial location
…

Temporal
Temporal location
…

Abstract
Abstract

Quality region
Time region
Space region
Color  region
…

…
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• WordNet used as an ontology
• Links between ontologies and

multilingual lexica
• Lexical relations vs. ontological relations
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